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NEWS LETTER NO. 1 - AUGUST 1984 o AE  ni o

FORENORD

This is the first newsletter from the Tambapata Hildlife Reserve. It is hoped that through-
{thiese “occasional . newletters we can keep people informed about what is happening here and to
generally publicize the Reserve in Peru and abroad.

This first newsletter aims to pravide an introduction to the Reserve, together with 3 brief
_ Uescription of the status of the wildlife here. & lot of the material used comes fros the
report of the preliminary Flaral and Faunal Survey, carried out at the Tambopata Wildlife
Reserve in 1979. Future newsletters will be used to distuss developsents in the Reserve and .
its relationship with the local coasunity. '

¥e would be grateful for any cossents onthe contents of this newsletter that you say have -
these should be addressed as fallows: : '

Tasbopata Wildlife Reserve Kewsletter,
Peruvian Safaris

Barcilazo de la Vega # 1334

P.0.Box 10088

LINA 1)

Kathy Daly

Duncan Scott

Resident Naturalists
Taabopata Wildlife Reserve
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THE TANBOPATA WILDLIFE RESERVE

A LRAR SRS A2t -

LOCATION

The Tambopata Nildlife Reserve (T.W.R.} is located at 12 50 - 55° South and &9 17°8est, 30 ks South of Puerto
Kaldonade in the departsent of Madre de Dias, Southeastern Peru. "1t comsists of 5500 hectares of undisturbed
tropical rainforest, and was created araund the Explorer’s Inn - 2 tourist lodge owned by Peruvian Safaris and
~set in a two hectare clearing close to the Ric Tambopata. Through the efforts of Dr. Max Gunther, the principal
ouner of Peruvian Safaris, the T.M.R. received official status in 1977 and the custodianship ot the Reserve has
been assigned to Peruvian Safaris S5.A. '

MAP OF THE LOCATION OF THE TARBOPATA MILBLIFE RESERVE
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T0P05RARHY mm..z.s

Physxaqraph:cally, the T.H.R. ic doainated by the flood plains of the Tanbnpata and ﬁ’Grbxgny rxv:rs. Genaral
topography is relatively flat at about 250m in elevation. The sost striking features are the isolated ¥orser
river channels generally containing ox-bow lakes such as Cocococha tagoon which is Zka long, 250 a wide aﬁd
sone 10 & lower in elevation than the extensive alluvial terraces,

The T.M.R. itself is located entirely within the Subtropical Moist Forest Life lone according to the Holdridih
Life - Tones. Classification. Clisate is wars and husid; mean annual rainfall sbout 2000 sm and sein annual
relative huazdxty about 75%. The rainy season is fros Decesber to April. Between June and Septelber te-;ara%
tures may occasionally drop to as low as 7ol as a result of the cold frontal systess ehich approach froa the
Sauth Atlantic. These cold spells, known locally as ’Friajes’ say last 3-6 days and are characteristic of the
regian.

. g&mtm

The TZH. .fxs allost :olpletely forested; only alnnq the navigable rivers and in the vxcinxty of thé' Ei orer’s
Inn” his * the forest been substantially sodified. The ‘farest vegetation ranges fros inpressive ;tan‘ f tall
trees” ‘typical of forest Further North, to low scrubby veqetatxon under ‘scattered elerqent “troess” Vegel
types on the ‘alluvial ‘térraces-appeéar to be primarilly controlled by soil draxuage. “The uel!-draanii‘levéei of
the tributary streamss 2s well as along the former river chahnels support ‘s well-developed forest “with '’ nearly
~continuoks canopy between 308 and 40 in height. A few trees(s.g. Huberodendran swientengides) attain 50-53 a
in height an the levees. With increasing distance from stream channels or isolated meanders, drainage becoses
poorer and even swampy in shallow depressions, Thickets of scandent basboo with vicious, recanEd, spiny hooks
re cosson on these poorer-draxned soils. The Brazil Nut tree {Bertholletia excelsal which xs ecnnolxcal!y very
xlportant in the region is one of the sost cunspxcuous ‘trees on the Reserve.

Hectare study plats have been set up thrnughaut the Reserve to investxgate the dynasics of fnrent growth. 4
1979 inventory of one hectare plot sade by Dr. Gary Hrtshorn revealed 584 woody individuals 10:1 or,, lure in
dxiletef at breast height, representing 153 species. Hartshorn considers this to be ex:eptxnnally r:cﬁ in woody
specxes. Inventories of the other plats are be:ng carried gut at present.

. BIRS

The avifauna of the T.W.R. is well docusented through the coabined efinrts of Paul Bonahue, Ted Parker iud sany
others. To date SAT species of birds have been recorded within an Bka radius of the Explorer’s Inn, ,rep rpsen-
ting a world record for the nuaber of bird species for one location. This exceptional diversity is due id part
ta the presence of species characteristic of three ‘important areas of endesiss within the Asazon Basin*@f' the
upper Amazon foothills, the Rio Ucayali - upper Rio Asazonas drainage, and the Rio Madre de Dios - Rio’ ﬁ%dElra
drainage. The unusual diversity and abundance of parrots (18 species, including & macaw species) and toticins (8
species) on the Reserve indicate that husan pressure has not yet been particularly damaging to the bird
populations - even the Harpy Eagle Harpyia harpyjal is still preseat in the area. :

There are a nusber of bird species resident on the Reserve that have not been found in Manu National Park, such
as the Pavonine GQuetzal (Pharomachrus pavonipus) and the white-tailed Traqon {Trogon viridis) and certaxn
species such as the Flassulated Pigey-lyrant {Hemitriccus flassulatus) and the Striated Antbird jp;y!ggﬁslg
devillei) which are dependent on basboo thickets for cover. this microhabitat is scarce in Many, and fairly
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cnllan in Tasbopata. Alsa knoxn to oLeur at Taabopata tut sot xn Hany are soae 1nhah1tants of savannah eg. Red-




- NAMMALS
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The sasmalian fauna of the T.M.R. is rich, and differs fros that of Manu Hatiomal Park in & nﬁjber»a¥'uayé, due
n part to the presence of speries characteristic of the drier. Southern portion of the Asazon Basin. (One such

gecies is the little-knawn and extresely rare Bush Dog {Speothes yenaticus) whose presence on the Reserve may

.

- be a result of the proxisity of the Balivian Pampas to the East.

f.ﬁ Wany maseals typical of Western Asazonia éfe,aiss,fhuéé,bn the Reserve. Six species sfjndnkei;”thg Giant River
Otter Pteronura brasiliensis), Agoute {Dasyprocta variegata yungarue} and two species of peccaries are amongst
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the saasals seen regularly. MHore ynusual sightings this ysar have included Tapir, Jaguar, Ocelot and Prehensi-
~ le-tailed Porcupine. ; :

REPTILES AND ANPHIB

HIBIMS

Knowledge of the herpetofauna of the Reserve is at present lisited, but is increasing as a result  of -sore
extensive field effort, particularly by Roy McDiarsid and Rex Cocroft. The 1979 survey produced 80 ‘species of
reptiles and asphibians including 3 turtles, 3 crocodilians, 14 lizards, 1 amphisbainian, 1b snakes, and LM
{rugs.fkjhéuup:thdate tigure is not known since classification of new species is still being carried out, but

o, it is estisated that the herpetofauna ofmtpg;ggservehggyginCnge as many as 200 species. A large nuaber of the
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species recorded fros the Reserve are ngn:tq%Scééngeg ‘The T.W.R. represents an inportant refuge for the. rare

and endangered Black Caiman {Nelanosuchus nigir). -
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INVERTEBRATES
Relatively little is keowa about the invertebrate fauna of Tasbopata, but certain groups have been well-
studied. Dr. Gerardo Lasas has extensively studied the Lepidoptera of the T.W.R. and more than 1,100 species of
butterflies have been recorded.. This is the greatest nusber of butterfly species for any lisited locality in
.. the world, The T.N.R. alsc holds the world record for the nusber of species in several other insect groups,
including dragonflies and tiger beeltles. Huch aore will e knewn about the tree-canopy invertebrate fauna as a
result of the extensive studies being sade by Dr. Terry Erxin of the cpithsonian Institution. Prelisinary
studies also indicate an extresely rich spider fauna. ‘

| THE MATIVE CONMUNITY OF IRFIERNO

To the East along the Rio Tasbopata, the Native Cosmunity of Infierno adjoins the T.W.R. This coseunity of
about 45 fasilies was given 2 charter and 3 reservation of about 9000 hectares in 1973, although the area has
been settied for ¢ar longer. The pecple live sainly by slash and burn agriculture and hunting, xith occasional
revenues froa the sale of castanas tBrazil nuts), turtle eqgs and palsiche {pale-root thatchingl.

The Comsunity and the T.W.K. share sose 2000 hectares of land to the Horth at Cacococha lagoon, so co-operation

petween the T.W.R. and the Coasunity is essential; in April 1984 a liacon officer was plected from the Corsuni-
. ty, and there have been encouraging developments in the relationship in recent eonths. In the near future it is
 hoped that several projects will be isplesented to further this progress, the three sost isportant projects
.. .being:

ANETRA (Application of Tradicicaal Hedicine)

ANETRA 2001 is a project which has already besn estzblished in the Uravali region of Peruy, zieing to raise the
general level of health and sanitary awareness of forest peaple by prosoting the concept of integrates gedi-
cine. By encouraging the use of local resources as well as teaching esseatial aleaents of sodern sedicine such
a project will not only raise the health standards within the Cossunity, but will in additicn increase respect
for and appreciation of the natural enviroaent.




